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Guided Tours 

We propose 4 guided tours on September 24,25,26 and 27. Please find below details. 

Sept. 24
 th

: Half-day guided tour in Palermo. The city centre and one of the famous street “markets”. 

Sept. 25
 th

: Full-day guided tour to Segesta and Erice.  

Sept. 26
 th

: Half-day guided tour to Cefalù.  

Sept. 27
 th

: Half-day guided tour in Monreale. Visit to the “Cloister” and the Cathedral. 

Transfers for Guided Tours 

The group will collect and leave from the University centre at 9am. 

 

Tariffs 

Half-day guided tour in Palermo 

€ 45 pp (min. 25 persons) 

Full-day guided tour to Segesta and Erice 

€ 85 pp (min. 25 persons) 

Half-day guided tour to Cefalù 

€ 50 pp (min. 25 persons) 

Half-day guided tour to Monreale 

€ 50 pp (min. 25 persons) 

 

To book for the tours please visit www.eurocongressi.it/en/#!thmt_tours.php 

 

Please find attached some useful information on the proposed destinations. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact us at Eurocongressi tel. no +39 091 6255408 – fax no. +39 091 

6266013 – email: mtagliavia@eurocongressi.it – ambrasamperi@eurocongressi.it or visit our website at 

http://www.eurocongressi.it/  

We will be glad to provide you with our services and a wide range of tailor-made offers. 

Please find below some information on the destinations of the 
guided tours 

The site - Segesta 

Segesta is situated a few kilometres from Alcamo and from 

Castellammare del Golfo, in the common of Calatafimi-Segesta, on the 

top of Monte Barbero (Barbero Mount): a place inaccessible from three 

sides and therefore perfect for ancient people obliged to defend themselves 

from its own enemies. Just because of that, it became an important town of 

the Elimi people that founded it in age preceding the IV century B.C. 

Today it is very famous for what lasts of its ancient magnificence: the Doric style temple, the Theatre and 

the sanctuary of Contrada Mango. Every summer, in the gorgeous scenery of the ancient theatre of Segesta, the 

works of the great classics of the theatre return to life. 

The myth - the legend tells that the Elimi were the descendants of some Trojans escaped from Troy on flame. It 

is told that Aceste, son of the noble Trojan Egesta and of the fluvial god Crimiso, first king of Segesta, grew up in 

Sicily and went to the mother country when the war broke out. But when at last the destroying of Troy was 

irrefutable evidence, he came back to Sicily together with Elimo and his ships. Aceste was the first king 

of Segesta. 

The archaeological area of Segesta – The area where there was the ancient city of Segesta today is a huge 

archaeological site with many layers. The excavations gradually brought to light the ruins of the Elymian 

settlement, those of the Hellenistic-Roman one, of the Muslim settlement, of the Norman-Swabian one and of the 

medieval one too. 

The golden period was the Elymian one when Segesta was a big and important city. However, the look of the city 

was influenced most by the Greek culture and style. 

The city was built on two hills, on the top of Mount Barbaro. The town wall contained two acropolis (North and 

South). Alongside the North Acropolis there is the Theater. Outside the wall there are the temple, the Sanctuary 

of Contrada Mango and the remains of a Hellenistic necropolis. The area is 4 miles away from Calatafimi. 
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The Theater – Segesta 

 

In the third century BC the inhabitants of Segesta built theirTheater in the highest peak of the Mount Barbaro, 

behind the agora that was already a place of worship many centuries ago. 

 

Directed northward, toward the Gulf of Castellammare, it offered as a backdrop a wonderful hilly scenery and a 

view of the sea. It was built with local limestone blocks. The Greek-Hellenisitc structure is quite different from 

the typical structure of the Greek theaters because the cavea is not based directly on the rock but was built on 

purpose and is supported by containment walls. 

 

There are two entrances that are not perfectly in axis with the building. It can contain up to about 4.000 people. 

 

The Cavea - The Cavea is the area where the audience sat and still sit. It 

has a diameter of 63 meters and is divided into two parts by an aisle, 

the diazoma. There are therefore two sections, the lower one and the upper 

one. 

In the first section there are 21 rows of seats divided into 7 small different-

sized kerkides, by 6 steps. 

In the second one there were seats with backs. Just a few traces remain of 

the stand of the summa cavea. 

 

According to recent searches there was another higher stand between the 

two entrances, partly reused in the Muslim necropolis (first half of the twelfth century). 

 

To the west of the Theater there is a cobblestone street that goes to a natural cave with a sacred spring. It was 

used during the Bronze Age and then was annexed by the containment wall of the Cavea. 

 

The Orchestra - The orchestra is the space used by the chorus. It is semicircular and has a diameter of 18,4 

meters. There are two openings on the sides of the semicircle, orthogonal to the central axis: theparodoi. 

The Segesta theatre has also some underground passages like the Syracuse theatre that were used by the actors to 

pass from one side of the stage to the other. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The town - Erice 

Not far from Trapani, on the top of a lonely mountain, 751 mt high, it 

stands, grave and lonesome, protected by nature, a small and precious jewel of our province. 

 

For centuries, the beauty of the views, the stillness of the place, and the mist that often makes it safe from prying 

eyes, has madeErice the preferred place for the studies of the scholars and for the prayers of the monks. Made of 

narrow and winding little streets, typically medieval arches, richly decorated courtyards and small shops, up to 

now it preserves the ancient fascination unchanging. 

It has the shape of a perfect equilateral triangle, crowned on two vertexes by the Castle of Venus, in the north-east, 

and by the Mother Church, in the south-west. In the middle, the Church of San Domenico (the Church of Saint 

Dominic) is today the seat of the prestigious International Centre of Scientific Culture “Ettore Maiorana”, lynch-

pin of an intense activity of scientific research directed by professor Antonino Zichichi, who founded it in 1963. 

The town is also famous for the peculiar local pastry  the nuns has been devoting themselves to since the most 

ancient times. 

If you are in the neighbourhood, do not miss the feast dedicated to Maria Santissima di Custonaci(Most Holy 

Mary of Custonaci), protector of the town. In all Erice marshes celebrations begin during the week that precedes 

the last August Wednesday to then culminate in the procession winding along the streets of the town. 

   

  



 

 

   

 

 

 

Cefalù 

Cefalù (Sicilian: Cifalù, Greek: Κεφαλοίδιον, Diod., Strabo, or Κεφαλοιδὶς, Ptol.;Latin: Cephaloedium, 

or Cephaloedis, Pliny) is a city and comune in the province ofPalermo, located on the northern coast 

of Sicily, Italy on the Tyrrhenian Sea about 70 km east from the provincial capital and 185 km west of Messina. 

The town is one of the major tourist attractions in the region. Despite its size, every year it attracts millions of 

tourists from all parts of Sicily and also, from all over Italy and 

Europe. 

The Cathedral 

The Cathedral, 

begun in 1131, in 

a style of Norman 

architecture which 

would be more 

accurately called 

Sicilian Romanes

que. The exterior 

is well preserved, 

and is largely 

decorated with 

interlacing 

pointed arches; 

the windows also 

are pointed. On 

each side of the 

façade is a 

massive tower of four storeys. The round-headed Norman portal is worthy of note. A semi-circular apse is set into 

the east end wall. Its strengthening counterforts that work like buttresses, are shaped as paired columns to lighten 

their aspect. The groined vaulting of the roof is visible in the choir and the right transept, while the rest of the 

church has a wooden roof. Fine cloisters, coeval with the cathedral, adjoin it. 

Two strong matching towers flank the cathedral porch, which has three arches (rebuilt around 1400) 

corresponding to the nave and the two aisles. 

The interior of the cathedral was restored in 1559, though the pointed arches of the nave, borne by 

ancient granite columns, are still visible: and the only mosaics preserved are those of the apse and the last bay of 

the choir: they are remarkably fine specimens of the Byzantine art of the period (1148) and, though restored in 

1859-1862, have suffered much less than those at Palermo and Monreale from the process. The figure of 

the Pantocrator gracing the apse is especially noteworthy. 
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Monreale 

Monreale (Sicilian: Murriali
[1]) is a town and comune in the province of Palermo, in Sicily, Italy, on the slope 

of Monte Caputo, overlooking the very fertile valley called "La Conca d'oro" (the Golden Shell), famed for 

its orange, olive and almond trees, the produce of which is exported in large quantities. 

The Cathedral 

The Cathedral of Monreale is one of the greatest extant examples of Norman architecture in the world. It was 

begun in1174 by William II, and in 1182 the church, dedicated to the Assumption of the Virgin Mary, was, by a 

bull of Pope Lucius III, elevated to the rank of a metropolitan cathedral. 

The church is a national monument of Italy and one of the most important attractions of Sicily. 

The archiepiscopal palace and monastic buildings on the south side 

were of great size and magnificence, and were surrounded by a massive 

precinct wall, crowned at intervals by twelve towers. This has been 

mostly rebuilt, and but little now remains except ruins of some of the 

towers, a great part of the monks' dormitory and frater, and the 

splendid cloister, completed about 1200. 

The outside of the Arab-Norman cathedral is plain, except the aisle 

walls and three eastern apses, which are decorated with intersecting 

pointed arches and other ornaments inlaid in marble. 

 

 

 

 

 

The outsides of the principal doorways and their pointed arches are magnificently enriched with carving and 

colored inlay, a curious combination of three styles - Norman-French, Byzantine and Arab. 
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